[Evaluation of the use of insecticide-treated nets and intermittent preventive treatment in three health zones in Benin].
This study aims to evaluate the results of the Project to Support the Fight against Malaria in the departments of Mono and Couffo in Benin on insecticide-treated nets (ITNs) use by children under 5 years and pregnant women and the coverage by Intermittent Preventive Treatment (IPT) with Sulfadoxin-Pyrimethamin (SP). This assessment is made from two household surveys. The first at the start up and the second after fifteen months of implementation. The availability of ITN in households and their use by pregnant women and children under 5 years have increased respectively from 8, 5 and 4% in 2005 to 24, 31 and 16 % in 2006. The percentage of pregnant women under IPT with sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine (SP) is 10% while 21% of pregnant women received at least one dose of SP. The availability of ITN in households and their use by children under 5 years and the prevention of malaria during pregnancy remains a concern in these health areas. The promotion of long lasting insecticide treated nets with effective communication strategies for behavior change could improve the results. Research on causes of poor compliance of IPT should be emphasized as well as strengthening management of drugs in health centers.